
 

 

"LOVEST THOU ME?" JOHN 21:17 
This is a question that deserves the reasonable 
consideration of everyone who professes to be 
a christian. Salvation or the lack of it, life or death, 
heaven or hell depend upon our ability to honestly 
answer this question that our Lord asked of his 
disciple - "Lovest thou me?" 
EVERY TRUE BELIEVER LOVES THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. A christian is a person who has been 
redeemed by the blood of Christ, born again by the 
Spirit of Christ, and granted faith in Christ. 
A christian is a person who seeks in all things to 
follow, obey, and honor the Lord Jesus Christ 
because he loves Christ. If a person does not love 
Christ, he is not a child of God (John 8:42), he is 
under the wrath of God (I Cor. 16:22), and he is 
altogether without the grace of God (Eph. 6:24). 
Love to Christ is the inseparable companion of 
saving faith (I Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5:6), the motive of all 
obedience and service to Christ (II Cor. 5:14; 8:7), 
and the unifying bond of all true believers (Col. 
3:11). 
"WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US" (I 
John 4:19). His love for us precedes our love for him 
eternally, and exceeds our love for him infinitely. 
But we do, if we are saved, love him. We do not love 
him as we should, as we would, or as we shall; but 
we do love him because he first loved us. His love 
for us is the cause of our love for him. That is to say, 
all who are loved by Christ, he causes by his almighty 
grace to love him. 
THIS LOVE FOR CHRIST, OR THE LACK OF IT, IS 
SOMETHING THAT CAN, SHOULD, AND MUST BE 
KNOWN. It is not a mysterious thing. "How do we 
know whether we love any person upon earth? In 
what manner does love show itself between people 
in this world? Let these questions be answered by 
common sense," wrote J. C. Ryle, "and the knot 

before us is untied." Then he gave eight marks of 
love, by which we know whether we love anyone, 
by which we know whether we love Christ. If you 
love a person, you like to think, hear, and read about 
him. You like to please him and talk to him. You like 
his friends and are jealous to promote his name and 
honor. If you love someone you just like to be with 
him. In the light of these things, let us answer our 
Lord's question - "LOVEST THOU ME?" 
          Don Fortner 
 
A RICH, ALMIGHTY, FRIEND 

Poor, weak, and worthless, though I am, 
I have a rich, almighty Friend; 
Jesus, the Saviour, is His name: 
He freely loves, and without end. 
He ransomed me from hell with blood; 
And by His power my foes controlled: 
He found me wandering far from God, 
And brought me to His chosen fold. 
He cheers my heart, my wants supplies, 
And says that I shall shortly be 
Enthroned with Him above the skies: 
Oh! What a Friend is Christ to me! 
But, oh! My inmost spirit mourns; 
And well my eyes with tears may swim, 
To think of my perverse returns: 
I’ve been a faithless friend to Him. 
Sure, were I not most vile and base, 
I could not thus my Friend requite: 
And, were He not the God of grace, 
He’d frown and spurn me from His sight!  
   Don Fortner 
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133 tune 699  J Newton 
 

1 One there is, above all others, 

Well deserves the name of Friend; 

His is love beyond a brother’s – 

Costly, free, and knows no end; 

They who once his kindness prove, 

Find it everlasting love. 

 

2 Which of all our friends, to save us, 

Could or would have shed his blood; 

But our Jesus died to have us 

Reconciled in him to God. 

This was boundless love indeed! 

Jesus is a Friend in need! 

 

3 O for grace our hearts to soften! 

Teach us, Lord, at length to love; 

We, alas! forget too often 

What a Friend we have above. 

But when home our souls are brought, 

We will praise thee as we ought. 

 

Reading John 21:9-17 

 

Prayer 

 

Reading Song 5 

 

Prayer 
 

162 tune 767  J Swain 
 

1 When on my Beloved I gaze, 

So dazzling his beauties appear, 

His charms so transcendently blaze, 

The sight is too melting to bear. 

When from my own vileness I turn 

To Jesus exposed on the tree, 

With shame and with wonder I burn, 

To think what he suffered for me. 

 

2 My sins, O how black they appear, 

When in that dear bosom they meet! 

Those sins were the nails and the spear 

That wounded his hands and his feet. 

’Twas justice that wreathed for his head 

The thorns that encircled it round; 

Thy temples, Immanuel, bled, 

That mine might with glory be crowned. 

 

3 The wonderful love of his heart, 

Where he has recorded my name, 

On earth can be known but in part; 

Heaven only can bear the full flame. 

In rivers of sorrow it flowed, 

And flowed in those rivers for me, 

My sins are all drowned in his blood; 

My soul is both happy and free. 

Sermon 
 

GH 618   W Featherstone 
 

1 Lord Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine! 

For Thee all the pleasures of sin I resign; 

My gracious Redeemer, my Saviour art Thou! 

If ever I loved Thee, Lord Jesus, ‘tis now! 

 

2 I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me, 

And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree; 

I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow; 

If ever I loved Thee, Lord Jesus, ‘tis now! 

 

3 I will love Thee in life, I will love Thee in 

death 

And praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me 

breath; 

And say when the death-dew lies cold on my 

brow; 

If ever I loved Thee, Lord Jesus, ‘tis now! 

 

4 In mansions of glory and endless delight, 

I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow; 

If ever I loved Thee, Lord Jesus, ‘tis now! 


