
 

 

JOSEPH PICTURES CHRIST – GENESIS 39 

Who doth not feel pity in the review of Joseph's 
unjust and cruel treatment! Behold the Patriarch a 
little before - the object of his father's love. And now 
look at him as a bond slave and a prisoner in a 
strange land! To what a reverse of circumstances 
are even good men exposed in this waste and 
howling wilderness. But, Reader! never forget that 
JESUS is with his people always, and in all their 
affliction he is afflicted. Suitable, seasonable grace 
shall be given them as they stand in need. And as 
their day is (in severity of trials), so shall their 
strength be (provided by the Lord to meet the need). 
But is there nothing in this Chapter which prompts 
the heart to discover some faint sketches of him of 
whom Joseph was a type? Oh yes! certainly a 
greater than Joseph is here. How was the Son of 
GOD when upon earth sold and tempted, and led 
into prison and unto death! If we look at Joseph 
suffering by unjust imputation, can we forget for a 
moment him to whom our sins are imputed; though 
he did no sin, and in whose mouth there was found 
no guile. Did he not bear our sins in his own body on 
the tree when he died, the just for the unjust to 
bring us to GOD. LORD, grant that as in so much 
mercy, thou who knew no sin didst condescend to 
be made sin for us, we may be made the 
righteousness of GOD in thee. Robert Hawker 

WHY DOES GOD USE PICTURES OF GRACE? 

The gospel is portrayed in the Old Testament 
narrative through the lives of particular people. 
Why does God, the Holy Spirit, use this method to 
convey truth? It is because speaking to us as 
thinking, feeling, beings, truth can be conveyed 
from a different perspective to that of explicit 
doctrine alone, such as that in the New Testament 

epistles. This is one of the reasons that Jesus so 
often taught in parables; his disciples’ ability to 
empathise with the characters in the parables more 
effectively made them feel the power of the truth 
he conveyed. In a similar way, a photograph 
explicitly captures a scene, but an artist tries to 
capture the emotion of the scene, implicit nuances 
that photography might fail to present; a satellite 
view shows clearly the topography of the land but 
to come down into the valleys enables one to smell 
the air and see the beauty of the flowers. The 
different perspectives are complementary in God’s 
purpose to reveal to those whom he calls gospel 
grace and accomplished salvation in Christ alone. So 
with Joseph; few can fail to sympathise with him as 
a young man suffering evil at the hands of his half-
brothers and, later, Potiphar’s wife. In stirring those 
human feelings, God’s Spirit helps us to understand 
more of the real cost of Christ, God manifest in the 
flesh, coming down into this world and suffering 
such opposition of sinners in his quest to save his 
people for eternal glory. Phil2:5-10 explicitly states 
the doctrine of Christ’s earthly humiliation; the 
account of Joseph’s experience complements it with 
human feeling.    AJ 

TWO THINGS OF WHICH I AM SURE 
When I was young, I was sure of many things. But 
now that I am old, there are only two things which I 
am sure of: One is that I am a miserable sinner! 
Secondly, that Christ is an all-sufficient Savior! He is 
well taught—who learns these two lessons. "This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief" (1 Timothy 1:15)         John Newton 
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Hebrews 10:5-14 
 
208 tune 691  J Adams 
 
1 Jesus, Lover of thy nation; 
Saviour of thy people free! 
Visit us with thy salvation; 
Let us, Lord, thy glory see; 
O revive us, 
That we may rejoice in thee. 
 
2 Let us find thy love surrounding 
Us, thy fickle children, here; 
And thy mighty grace abounding, 
Leading us in holy fear. 
Guide us, Jesus; 
To our souls be ever near. 
 
3 May we never more forget thee; 
(Base ingratitude indeed!) 
Keep us with thy arm almighty, 
Us in verdant pastures lead. 
Be our Guardian, 
Till from this vain world we’re freed. 
 
4 Then, O sweetest, lovely Jesus! 
When in heaven we see thy face, 
Who from all our bondage freed us, 
We will give thee all the praise. 
All the glory 
Shall redound to thy free grace!  
 
Prayer 
 

Reading Genesis 39 
 
89 tune 793  J Hart 
 
1 When Adam by transgression fell, 
And conscious, fled his Maker’s face, 
Linked in clandestine league with hell, 
He ruined all his future race: 
The seeds of evil once brought in, 
Increased and filled the world with sin. 
 
2 But lo! the Second Adam came, 
The serpent’s subtle head to bruise; 
He cancels his malicious claim, 
And disappoints his devilish views; 
Ransoms poor prisoners with his blood, 
And brings the sinner back to God. 
 
4 What comfort can a Saviour bring 
To those who never felt their woe? 
A sinner is a sacred thing; 
The Holy Ghost has made him so. 
New life from him we must receive, 
Before for sin we rightly grieve. 
 
5 This faithful saying let us own, 
Well worthy ’tis to be believed, 
That Christ into the world came down, 
That sinners might by him be saved. 
Sinners are high in his esteem, 
And sinners highly value him. 
 
Sermon 

41 tune 834   E L Schlict 
 
1 My God, my Creator, the heavens did bow, 
To ransom offenders, and stooped very low; 
The body prepared by the Father assumes, 
And on the kind errand most joyfully comes. 
 
2 O wonder of wonders! astonished I gaze, 
To see in the manger the Ancient of Days; 
And angels proclaiming the stranger forlorn, 
And telling the shepherds that Jesus is born. 
 
3 For thousands of sinners the Lord bowed 
his head; 
For thousands of sinners he groaned and he 
bled. 
My spirit rejoices – the work it is done! 
My soul is redeemèd – salvation is won! 
 
4 [Dear Jesus, my Saviour, thy truth I 
embrace – 
Thy name and thy natures, thy Spirit and 
grace; 
And trace the pure footsteps of Jesus, my 
Lord, 
And glory in him whom proud sinners 
abhorred.] 
 
5 My God is returnèd to glory on high; 
When death makes a passage, then to him I’ll 
fly, 
To join in the song of all praise through his 
blood, 
To the Three who are One inconceivable 
God. 


