
The Star Went Before Them 
It	 seems	 that	 about	 two	 years	 a/er	 Jesus	 was	
born	 in	 Bethlehem,	 a	 number	 of	Magi	 came	 to	
Jerusalem	 looking	 for	 him	 and	 desiring	 to	
worship	 this	 young	 child.	 Ma>2:1	 calls	 them	
"wise	men"	but	they	were	possibly	astrologers	or	
such-like	who	came	from	what	we	today	call	Iraq	
and/or	 Iran.	 They	 were	 miraculously	 guided	 to	
Jerusalem	 and	 then	 to	 the	 house	 in	 Bethlehem	
where	by	this	Gme,	Joseph	and	Mary	had	se>led	
with	 the	 child	 Jesus;	 and	 that	 which	 guided	
them,	the	scripture	calls	a	"star".	It	was	not	a	star	
of	the	constellaGons	that	we	see	in	the	night	sky	
because	 it	 showed	 them	a	parGcular	house.	 Try	
not	 to	 be	 distracted	 by	 quesGons	 as	 to	 what	 it	
physically	 could	 have	 been	 but	 look	 for	 the	
spiritual	 meaning	 that	 God,	 by	 His	 Spirit,	
deliberately	 guides	 the	 people	 of	 His	 sovereign	
choice	to	find	the	only	Saviour.	
It	 is	 my	 opinion	 -	 and	 only	 that	 -	 that	 these	
mysGcs	from	the	east	had	crossed	paths	at	some	
stage	with	a	 travelling	prophet	 from	Israel.	 I	 say	
that,	 because	 it	 is,	 "by	 the	 foolishness	 of	
preaching	that	it	pleased	God	to	save	them	that	
believe"	 (1Cor1:21).	 Could	 they	 have	 found	 a	
copy	of	part	of	the	Bible	in	a	library,	perhaps	the	
prophecy	 of	 Daniel	 wri>en	 when	 he	 was	 in	
capGvity	 in	 Babylon	 or	 Medo-Persia?	 Like	 the	
Ethiopian	 Eunuch	 (Acts8:26-36)	 struggling	 to	
understand	 his	 copy	 of	 Isaiah's	 prophecy	 unGl	
God	sent	Philip	to	explain	it	to	him	and	thence	to	
preach	 Jesus	 Christ	 to	 him,	 I	 think	 it	 quite	
possible	 that	 God	 sent	 a	 preacher	 (prophet)	 to	
the	Magi	to	explain	Daniel's	prophecy	concerning	
the	 coming	 of	 Messiah,	 i.e.	 when	 it	 would	
happen	 and	 the	 work	 of	 redempGon	 he	 would	
accomplish	(esp.	Dan9:22-27).	

Perhaps	 a	 preacher	 pointed	 them	 to	 Jerusalem	
but	a	"star"	pinpointed	the	exact	house	in	which	
to	 find	 the	 infant	 Saviour.	 Is	 it	 not	 interesGng?	
that	the	glorified	Christ	in	RevelaGon1	has	seven	
stars	 in	his	right	hand	(Rev1:16)	and	v20	of	that	
same	chapter	 tells	us	 that	 these	 stars	 represent	
the	 'angels',	 messengers,	 or	 preachers	 of	 the	
seven	 churches.	 True	 preachers,	 who	 preach	
God's	truth	unmixed	with	worldly	ideas,	desire	to	
guide	 those	 who	 seek	 the	 truth	 of	 God's	
salvaGon	 to	 Christ	 alone	 who	 is	 himself	 the	
'bright	and	morning	star'	(Rev22:16).	
I	 am	 strongly	 persuaded	 that	 whatever	 made	
these	Magi	'wise	men',	the	gospel	truth	they	had	
heard	 from	 a	 preacher	 (star)	 had	 made	 them	
"wise	 unto	 salva8on	 through	 faith	 which	 is	 in	
Christ	Jesus"	2Tim3:15.	 	 	 AJ	

Pray	For	Mercy	
Here	 is	 a	 prayer	 that	 God	 never	 says	 no	 to…	
“Have	mercy	upon	me.”	Whenever	someone	asks	
for	 mercy,	 they	 are	 acknowledging	 their	 guilt	
before	 God,	 they	 are	 acknowledging	 His	
sovereign	right	to	give	or	withhold	 it	as	He	sees	
fit,	 and	 they	 are	 pleading	 their	 need	 of	 mercy.	
Everybody	who	 truly	pleads	 for	mercy	will	 have	
it.	If	you	say,	“I	asked	the	Lord	for	mercy	and	He	
did	 not	 give	 it	 to	 me,”	 then	 you	 really	 never	
asked	 for	 mercy.	 You	 may	 have	 used	 the	 word	
“mercy”	 but	 that	 is	 not	 what	 you	 meant.	
Because	 if	 you	meant	what	 the	 Bible	means	 by	
mercy,	you	would	have	it!	The	Lord	did	say,	“Him	
that	cometh	to	Me,	 I	will	 in	no	wise	cast	out.”	 If	
you	 are	 not	 received	 in	 mercy	 by	 Him,	 it	 is	
because	you	never	came	to	Him	for	mercy	in	the	
first	place!	Remember,	“He	delighteth	in	mercy.”		
	 	 	 	 Todd	Nibert	
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1135 tune 679  T Kelley 

1 In thy name, O Lord, assembling, 
We thy people now draw near; 
Teach us to rejoice with trembling; 
Speak, and let thy servants hear, 
Hear with meekness, 
Hear thy word with godly fear. 

2 While our days on earth are lengthened, 
May we give them, Lord, to thee; 
Cheered by hope, and daily strengthened, 
May we run, nor weary be; 
Till thy glory 
Without clouds in heaven we see. 

3 There, in worship purer, sweeter, 
All thy people shall adore; 
Tasting of enjoyment greater 
Than they could conceive before; 
Full enjoyment, 
Full, unmixed, and evermore.	

Prayer 

Reading Matthew 2  

Prayer 

1028 tune 284  H Fowler 

1	Come	hither,	ye	by	sin	distressed,	
And	hear	the	Saviour’s	faithful	word;	
Soon	ye	shall	enter	into	rest,	
And	know	that	he’s	your	conquering	Lord.	

2	Come	hither,	ye	whose	rising	fears	
Forbid	you	to	exult	and	sing;	
Whose	moments	pass	in	sighs	and	tears,	
Feeling	your	guilt	a	dreadful	sGng.	

3	Does	Satan	tempt	you	to	give	up,	
And	call	no	more	on	Jesus’	name?	
Cast	not	away	your	li>le	hope;	
Come	hither,	and	behold	the	Lamb.	

4	Come	hither,	to	the	Saviour	come,	
Vile	as	thou	art	in	every	view;	
In	Jesus’	house	there	sGll	is	room	
For	needy	sinners,	such	as	you.	

5	Power	and	love	in	Christ	combine,	
An	able,	willing	Saviour	too;	
Is	he	a	Sun?	On	thee	he’ll	shine.	
Is	he	thy	God?	He’ll	bring	thee	through.	

Sermon 
41 tune 834  E Schlict 

1 My	God,	my	Creator,	the	heavens	did	bow,	
To	ransom	offenders,	and	stooped	very	low;	
The	body	prepared	by	the	Father	assumes,	
And	on	the	kind	errand	most	joyfully	comes.	

2	O	wonder	of	wonders!	astonished	I	gaze,	
To	see	in	the	manger	the	Ancient	of	Days;	
And	angels	proclaiming	the	stranger	forlorn,	
And	telling	the	shepherds	that	Jesus	is	born.	

3	For	thousands	of	sinners	the	Lord	bowed	
his	head;	
For	thousands	of	sinners	he	groaned	and	he	
bled.	
My	spirit	rejoices	–	the	work	it	is	done!	
My	soul	is	redeemèd	–	salvaGon	is	won!	

5	My	God	is	returnèd	to	glory	on	high;	
When	death	makes	a	passage,	then	to	him	
I’ll	fly,	
To	join	in	the	song	of	all	praise	through	his	
blood,	
To	the	Three	who	are	One	inconceivable	
God.	


