
A Man, A Lion And A Lamb 

The	 message	 of	 the	 Bible	 is	 that	 God	 has	 a	
people	 chosen	 out	 of	 all	 humanity	 that	 He	 has	
determined	 to	 save	 from	 the	 consequences	 of	
their	offences	(sin)	against	His	righteousness	and	
jus?ce.	 For	 heaven	 to	 be	 aBained,	 sin	 must	 be	
purged;	 its	 penalty	must	 be	 paid.	 Confession	 of	
sin	is	not	enough,	nor	is	a	determina?on	to	try	to	
be	 beBer.	 All	 rebellion	 against	 God's	 law	 and	
jus?ce	must	be	paid	 for.	 In	 Isaiah59:16	 it	 is	as	 if	
God	is	 looking	in	vain	for	a	man	to	do	what	was	
required;	 so	God	Himself	must	do	 that	which	 is	
necessary.	This	reminds	us	of	Revela?on5	where,	
in	John's	vision,	we	read	of	the	book	on	the	hand	
of	God.	This	is	the	book	of	God's	eternal	plan	to	
establish	 His	 kingdom	 triumphant	 over	 the	
kingdom	 of	 Satan,	 of	 An?-Christ,	 of	 this	 world.	
God's	 kingdom	 must	 be	 populated	 with	 the	
people	 that	 God	 loved	 from	 eternity	 with	 an	
everlas?ng	love	(Jer31:3)	but	they	are	all	like	the	
whole	 of	 humanity	 condemned	 as	 sinners	 and	
barred	 from	 His	 presence.	 So	 how	 can	 God's	
book,	His	plan,	be	implemented	to	final	success?		
Who	 can	be	 found	who	 is	 qualified	 and	 able	 to	
carry	out	the	plan.	A	challenge	goes	out	(Rev5:2)	
asking	who	in	all	crea?on	is	worthy	to	implement	
the	 plan.	 The	 response	 is	 silence;	 nobody	 was	
found	 qualified,	 nobody	 worthy.	 So	 John	 is	
greatly	 distressed	 but	 He	 is	 soon	 comforted	 by	
one	 of	 the	 elders	 (v5)	 who	 points	 him	 to	 the	
throne	of	God	where,	 in	 its	middle,	 there	 is	 the	
Lion	Of	The	Tribe	Of	 Judah.	 This	 is	undoubtedly	
God	Himself	 in	 the	 person	 of	 His	 SON	 the	 Lord	
Jesus	Christ,	but	when	John	 looks	he	sees	not	a	
lion	but	a	living	lamb	which	had	previously	been	
killed.	He	is	the	only	one	found	worthy,	qualified,	
to	 implement	 the	 plan	 of	 God's	 kingdom	 by	

redeeming	its	ci?zens	from	their	sin-debt.	As	the	
slain	Lamb	of	God	He	died	the	death	that	the	law	
of	God	required	of	His	people's	sin	when	His	life-
blood	was	poured	out	at	Calvary.	And	so	we	read	
back	 in	 Isaiah59	of	God	himself	coming	 into	the	
world	equipped	and	prepared	to	sa?sfy	offended	
divine	jus?ce	for	His	people,	Zion,	His	church.	He	
accomplished	 their	 redemp?on	 by	 the	 sacrifice	
of	 Himself,	 by	 being	 made	 sin	 (taking	 their	 sin	
into	 Himself)	 and	 suffering,	 paying,	 the	 full	
penalty	 for	 it	 un?l	 there	 was	 nothing	 more	 to	
pay.	 And	 in	 this	 way	 His	 people	 are	 made	 the	
righteousness	 of	 God	 in	 Him	 (2Cor5:21)	 and,	
thereby,	qualified	to	enter	God's	eternal	kingdom	
of	peace	and	righteousness.	Who	are	the	people	
that	 Christ	 Jesus	 came	 to	 save	 from	 their	 sins	
(MaB1:21)?	 They	 are	 the	 mul?tude	 that	 God	
chose	 before	 ?me	 began	 who,	 in	 ?me,	 God	
brings	to	hear	the	gospel	preached,	and	hearing	
it	 he	 gives	 them	 faith	 (the	 spiritual	 sight	 of	 the	
soul)	to	believe	it	and	trust	their	eternal	souls	to	
Christ.	 Jesus	 said	 (John5:24)	 "Verily,	 verily,	 I	 say	
unto	 you,	 He	 that	 heareth	 my	 word,	 and	
believeth	 on	 him	 that	 sent	me,	 hath	 everlas7ng	
life,	and	shall	not	come	into	condemna7on;	but	is	
passed	from	death	unto	life."	 	 AJ	

1John1:8,9 

If	we	say	that	we	have	no	sin,	we	
deceive	ourselves,	and	the	truth	is	not	

in	us.	If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	
faithful	and	just	to	forgive	us	our	sins,	

and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	
unrighteousness.	
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372 tune 625  J Newton 

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God! 
He whose word can not be broken, 
Formed thee for his own abode; 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

2 See! the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which, like the Lord, the giver, 
Never fails from age to age. 

3 Round each habitation hovering, 
See the cloud and fire appear, 
For a glory and a covering, 
Showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner, 
Light by night and shade by day, 
Safe they feed upon the manna 
Which he gives them when they pray. 

4 Blest inhabitants of Zion, 
Washed in the Redeemer’s blood! 
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 
Makes them kings and priests to God. 
’Tis his love his people raises 
Over self to reign as kings; 
And as priests, his solemn praises 
Each for a thank-offering brings. 

Prayer 

Reading Isaiah 59  

Prayer 
535 tune 684  W Gadsby 

1 O the love of Christ to sinners! 
Who can make its wonders known? 
Sin-born slaves, through grace, are winners 
Of a bright celestial crown; 
Jesus gives us 
Endless glory and renown. 

2 We, by nature, are disgraceful; 
Nothing but the filth of hell; 
All our righteousnesses hateful; 
Who can half our baseness tell? 
Satan’s captives, 
And we loved his service well. 

3 Jesus saw us sunk in ruin, 
And, determined us to save, 
Shed his blood, and brought us to him; 
For our life his own he gave; 
He redeemed us 
From sin, Satan, and the grave. 

4 Endless love he fixed upon us, 
In eternity that’s past; 
Nor will ever take it from us; 
Endless love shall ever last; 
Love redeemed us, 
And will ever hold us fast. 

Sermon 
95 tune 160  A Steele 

1 And did the Holy and the Just, 
The Sovereign of the skies, 
Stoop down to wretchedness and dust, 
That guilty worms might rise? 

2 Yes, the Redeemer left his throne, 
His radiant throne on high, 
(Surprising mercy! love unknown!) 
To suffer, bleed, and die! 

3 He took the dying traitor’s place, 
And suffered in his stead; 
For man (O miracle of grace!) 
For man the Saviour bled. 

4 Dear Lord, what heavenly wonders dwell 
In thy atoning blood! 
By this are sinners snatched from hell, 
And rebels brought to God. 

5 What glad return can I impart 
For favours so divine? 
O take my all, this worthless heart, 
And make it wholly thine. 


