
THY WILL BE DONE 
In	 these	days	of	 global	pandemic	 there	 is	much	
talk	 of	 prayer.	 As	 social	 and	 commercial	
interac9on	is	very	much	subdued,	there	is	space	
for	 more	 thought	 of	 things	 eternal,	 especially	
when	 the	 news	 is	 daily	 dominated	 by	 the	
sta9s9cs	of	deaths	from	coronavirus.	But	 it	 is	as	
if	 all	 prayer	 is	 good,	 needed	 and	 heard	 by	 the	
god	 to	 whom	 it	 is	 made.	 Let	 us	 be	 clear,	 all	
prayer	 to	 the	 gods	 of	 men's	 imagina9ons	 is	 as	
effectual	 as	 a	 child's	 leAer	 to	 Santa	 Claus	
(without	 the	 interven9on	 of	 a	 parent	
maintaining	 the	 child's	 decep9on).	 Like	 the	
prophets	 of	 Baal	 crying	 to	 their	 god,	 there	was	
no	answer,	nor	will	there	ever	be.	Prayer	must	be	
addressed	to	the	one,	true,	living	God	and	those	
who	 approach	 him	 in	 prayer	 must	 seek	 the	
instruc9on	 of	 God's	 Word	 to	 know	 how	 to	
approach	 and	 for	what	 to	 pray.	 The	disciples	 of	
Jesus	 asked	 him	 for	 instruc9on	 in	 how	 to	 pray	
and	 so	 he	 taught	 them	 (MaA6:9-13).	 It	 is	 the	
prayer	that	the	Lord	taught	his	disciples;	it	is	not	
"the	Lord's	Prayer"	to	be	recited	as	a	mere	form	
of	 words	 by	 church	 congrega9ons	 and	 other	
gatherings.	 It	 contains	 the	essen9al	elements	of	
the	true	disciple's	prayer	to	the	one,	true,	God	in	
heaven	 who	 rules	 in	 absolute	 power	 over	 all	
things.	 It	 is	 communion	 with	 God	 who	 is	 the	
Father	 of	 his	 people	 by	 virtue	 of	 redeeming	
blood	and	their	eternal	union	with	Christ,	God's	
Son.	 Its	 core	 theme	 is	 that	of	God's	eternal	will	
and	purpose	being	worked	out	in	the	overthrow	
of	Satan's	kingdom	of	this	world	and	the	triumph	
of	 God's	 kingdom	 of	 righteousness	 and	 peace.	
Effec9vely	 God's	 believing	 people	 ask	 him	 for	
grace	 to	 conform	 their	 own	 will	 to	 his	 perfect,	
unchangeable,	will.	Prayers	 for	 the	wants	of	 the	
flesh	 will	 not	 be	 answered	 for	 eternal	 good	

(James4:3	Ye	ask,	and	receive	not,	because	ye	ask	
amiss,	 that	ye	may	consume	 it	upon	your	 lusts).	
Think	 of	 the	 Gadarenes	 who	 asked	 our	 Lord	 to	
leave	 their	 country	 (MaA8:34)	 and	 he	 complied	
with	 their	 request	 to	 their	eternal	 loss.	Think	of	
the	 spiritually	 bankrupt	 publican	 praying	 at	 the	
temple	 wall,	 "God	 be	 merciful	 to	 me,	 a	
sinner"	 (Luke18:13).	 Jesus	 said	 that	 this	 man	
went	 down	 to	 his	 house	 jus9fied;	 God	 had	
answered	his	prayer	for	his	eternal	good	beyond	
all	that	he	could	ask	or	think.	 AJ	 	 	

Trials	And	God's	Sufficient	Grace	
One	of	 the	 purposes	 	 for	which	God	makes	 his	
child	 suffer	 trails	 is	 to	keep	us	declaring	Christ’s	
wonderful	 works	 rather	 than	 our	 own.	 	 Those	
most	 ready	 to	 bear	witness	 that	 salva9on	 is	 by	
God’s	grace	apart	from	man	are	those	who	have	
suffered	most.	They	have	experienced	their	total	
inability	and	God’s	sufficient	grace.		Clay	Cur?s	

“Unto	 Thee,	 O	 Lord	 Do	 I	 Li<	 Up	 My	 Soul”	 –	
Psalm	25:1	
.	.	.	Unto	Thee	in	the	fulness	of	Thy	merits,	unto	
Thee	in	the	riches	of	Thy	Grace;		unto	Thee	in	the	
embraces	of	Thy	love	and	comforts	of	Thy	Spirit;		
unto	 Thee,	 that	 Thy	 thorns	 may	 be	 my	 crown,	
Thy	 blood	my	 balm,	 Thy	 curse	my	 blessing,	 Thy	
death	my	life,	Thy	cross	my	triumph.	 	Thus	is	my	
life	hid	with	Christ	in	God.	–		
	 	 Robert	Mossom,	Ireland	(1617-1679)	

So	teach	us	to	number	our	days,	
that	we	may	apply	our	hearts	unto	wisdom.	

Psalm90:12	
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383 tune 227  S Medley 

1	Wherewith	shall	we	approach	the	Lord,	
And	bow	before	his	throne?	
By	trus9ng	in	his	faithful	word,	
And	pleading	Christ	alone.	

2	The	blood,	the	righteousness,	and	love	
Of	Jesus,	will	we	plead;	
He	lives	within	the	vail	above,	
For	us	to	intercede.	

3	Sure	ground,	and	sure	founda9on	too,	
We	find	in	Jesus’	name;	
Herein	we	every	blessing	view,	
And	every	favour	claim.	

4	Then	let	his	name	for	ever	be	
To	us	supremely	dear;	
Our	only,	all-prevailing	plea,	
For	all	our	hope	is	there.	

5	This	is	the	name	the	Father	loves	
To	hear	his	children	plead;	
And	all	such	pleading	he	approves,	
And	blesses	them	indeed.	

Reading Psalm 90 

Prayer 

Reading Luke 11:1-13 

1086 tune 101  A Steele 

1	Peace,	my	complaining,	doub9ng	heart,	
Ye	busy	cares,	be	s9ll;	
Adore	the	just,	the	sovereign	Lord,	
Nor	murmur	at	his	will.	

2	Unerring	wisdom	guides	his	hand;	
Nor	dares	my	guilty	fear,	
Amid	the	sharpest	pains	I	feel,	
Pronounce	his	hand	severe.	

3	Let	me	reflect,	with	humble	awe,	
Whene’er	my	heart	complains,	
Compared	with	what	my	sins	deserve,	
How	easy	are	my	pains!	

4	Yes,	Lord,	I	own	thy	sovereign	hand,	
Thou	just,	and	wise,	and	kind;	
Be	every	anxious	thought	suppressed,	
And	all	my	soul	resigned.	

5	But	O,	indulge	this	only	wish,	
This	boon	I	must	implore:	
Assure	my	soul	that	thou	art	mine;	
My	God,	I	ask	no	more.	

Sermon 

1088 tune 851  C Wesley 

1	Shepherd	divine,	our	wants	relieve	
In	this	our	evil	day;	
To	all	thy	tempted	followers	give	
The	power	to	trust	and	pray.	

2	Long	as	our	fiery	trials	last,	
Long	as	the	cross	we	bear;	
O	let	our	souls	on	thee	be	cast,	
In	never-ceasing	prayer.	

3	Till	thou	the	Father’s	love	impart,	
Till	thou	thyself	bestow,	
Be	this	the	cry	of	every	heart,	
“I	will	not	let	thee	go.	

4	“I	will	not	let	thee	go,	unless	
Thou	tell	thy	name	to	me;	
With	all	thy	great	salva9on	bless,	
And	say,	‘Christ	died	for	thee.’”	


